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One cannot be pessimistic about the West. This is the native home of hope.  
When it fully learns that cooperation, not rugged individualism, is the 
quality that most characterizes and preserves it, then it will have achieved 
itself and outlived its origins.  Then it has a chance to create a society to 
match its scenery. 
 
















I am forever grateful to Professor Michelle Bryan, who 
first posed the idea of publishing this collection as a 
volume of the Public Land & Resources Law Review, and 
to her persevering and capable students, who have labored 
overtime to ensure that the words of these writers will be 
permanently on the record in the annals of Montana public 
life.  And we are honored to celebrate the art of Monte 
Dolack, whose portrayals of Montana have captured the 
essence of the place for decades. 
 
Dorothy Bradley—Collector and Editor 
 
 
An empty chamber at the Montana House of Representatives. 
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